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Designing the “Special Studies in the Humanities” Course
with Fieldwork

Shinichi KOTABE, Michiko KAYASHIMA, Miyoko UI
Mayu MIYAZAKI, Daigo HAYASHI

Abstract

This research examines the design of the “Special Studies in the Humanities” course with field-
work. Students’ evaluation of the course showed clearly that the fieldwork experience increased the
motivation level of almost every student. Furthermore, the analysis of the evaluation indicated that
the students not only learned something new in the field, but they also received the opportunity to
reflect upon, adapt and apply what they had already learned in the classroom or elsewhere. Students
felt that through this course they gained a sense of awareness for social problems. This is especially
evident when dealing with the theme of “poverty and assistance” within the fieldwork program.
This research is intended to start a discussion about the ideas that have fostered the motivational
design of this course, especially regarding the role of the fieldwork in the Humanities.

Keywords: course design, fieldwork, comprehensive learning, motivation



