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The recently described giant fossil honey bee,
Apis lithohermaea Engel, is introduced and briefly
described. The species was recovered from middle
Miocene deposits of Iki Island, Japan. Apis litho-
hermaea is the largest fossil honey bee discovered,
rivaling in size the modern giant honey bee, A. dor-
sata Fabricius, and is the first recorded fossil of the
dorsata species group. Although the dorsata group
does not occur further north than Tibet and south-
ern China and in the Philippines in the Pacific, this
lineage occurred near what is today southern Korea
and Japan during the Miocene. The geological his-
tory of the honey bees is briefly reviewed.



