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I observed that honeybee Apis cerana japonica
gnawed leaves and core of the lettuce at a field
in Nagaokakyo-city, Kyoto, Japan, from the mid-
September to late October, 2005. Many bees visited
the lettuce, though they do not collect resin for pro-
ducing the propolis. They did not lick the surface of
lettuce but gnawed it. The bees were visiting the let-
tuce plants similarly as they forage on flowers. A. c.
Jjaponica does not usually gnaw the plants, although
they gnawed the leaves of plants around the nest
after they were attacked by giant hornet, Vespa
mandarina japonica. It is the first observation that
A. c. japonica gnaws the plants which are far from
the nest.



