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Honeybee virgin queens often destroy queen
cells and kill sister queens which will be competi-
tors for the succession of the colony. Experiments
were carried out to examine how they destroy
queen cells. Virgin queens were able to distinguish
queen cells which are short before emergence using
chemical and auditory cues, and preferentially
destroyed such queen cells. This manner is prob-
ably more efficient to eliminate competitors before
they emerge because random destruction may allow
rivals to emerge while the emerged virgin queen is
destroying younger queen cells.



