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ApiMed Medical Honey Limited (ApiMed),
Medical Division of Comvita New Zealand Limited
(Comvita) is New Zealand's largest specialist medi-
cal grade active Manuka honey company. ApiMed
started in August 2000 following global demand for
high quality medical grade honey and honey based
health products. ApiMed has on going activities
in honey research and intellectual property devel-
opment together with the University of Waikato,
Hamilton, New Zealand. The company currently
holds a range of honey product patents and also
participates and funds numerous research and
clinical trials for further product development and

extension. The research interest of the company
extends from wound care to oral/dental hygiene,
throat care, internal health, skincare, eye care and
veterinary care.

ApiMed has developed a unique "Accredited
Honey Supply Program" in order to meet the
requirements of a medical device manufacturer
in the United Kingdom. The program includes an
Accredited Supplier Network with the development
of standards and systems from resourcing to har-
vesting and extraction. Standards and systems have
also been developed for honey processing. Strict
product testing regimes were also set for ensuring
the integrity of "Medical Grade Honey" supply.

The systems developed for the program was in
consideration of preventing any possible microbio-
logical, physical and chemical contamination that
cannot be removed afterwards and also for the pre-
vention of natural quality deterioration/loss during
storage. Traceability of the honey from hive to fin-
ished product is also an essential part of the system
developed. A series of workshops with landowners,
beekeepers and honey extractors have been carried
out in order to introduce the concept of "Medical
Grade Honey" and to develop standards and sys-
tems. At the end of the Accredited Supplier Program
an assessment is undertaken by the suppliers and
only suppliers that passed the assessment are able
to supply Medical Grade Honey to ApiMed. Those
Accredited Suppliers are also audited, by ApiMed,
throughout the honey season to ensure compliance
with the standards and systems developed.

From the results of honey supplied in 2003 it
has been proven that production of medical grade
honey is achievable through the cooperation of
landowners, beekeepers and honey extractors. This
is the direct result of stringent quality systems and
standard management.



