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Difficulties of Intergenerational Justice Theory

—TFocusing on critical arguments—

Akira OTA

“Intergenerational Justice Theory” is a general term of theories, which argue obligations of the
present generation towards future generations, or obligations amongst non-contemporaries on some
justice framework. Since it's beginning in 1970’s, these theories, however, have been pointed out its
various difficulties, and criticized.

The purpose of this essay is, first, to formulate an argument justifying intergenerational justice
theories and critical arguments on them, and secondly, to clarify the whereabouts of the difficulties
of the theories.

Critical arguments to consider are following types: (1) the un-necessity argument, (2) the impos-
sibility argument, (3) the non-reciprocity argument, (4) the non-rights-holder argument, (5) the non-
identity argument.

The task of this essay is not to deny the inter-generational justice theories, but rather to prepare
underlying operation to rebuild them.

Keywords: intergenerational justice, reciprocity, right of future generations, non-identity problem
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