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On the occasion of its 25th anniversary, Prof.
Masami Sasaki, the new director, gives the perspec-
tives of HSRC.

Basic studies: To investigate “genetic and molec-
ular basis of the leaning and memory of honeybees”
, researchers from HSRC are involved in the 21st
century COE (center of excellence) program, headed
by Prof. M. Tsukada, Dept. of Engineering (http://
www. tamagawa.ac.jp/coe/), as well as the Academic
Frontier project, headed by Prof. M. Sasaki. For
the projects, a new laboratory equipped with DNA
sequencer, quantitative PCR, P2 room, etc., had been
completed in the fall 2003, which could be a good
timing since the whole Apis mellifera genome will
be read out probably by the end of this year.

Applied studies and TLO: We welcome joint
studies and possible funding from the enterprises,
commercial or public, to the various topics related
to bees.

In collaboration with beekeepers: HSRC will
continue to approach the problems beekeepers are
facing, like the fecal droppings, on which a small
survey and assessment had been carried out. Stud-
ies on propolis have been developed to organize the
association of research workers and companies. We
would like to further extend such aspects.

International relations: Through Asian Apicul-
tural Association we have been and will be actively
promoting the research on bees and the develop-
ment of apiculture in Asian regions.
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