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This is the historical reportage of a beekeeping
project which was carried out in Manchukuo while
Japan aimed to expand its territory to the Asian
Continet in 1930's. The goal of the project was to
scale up beekeeping there to be with one million
colonies of honeybees.

After the founding of Manchukuo as a puppet
state of Japanese government in 1932, beekeeping
was expected as a promising industry in the state.
Beekeeping was promoted among Japanese immi-
grants living along the Manchurian Railways, which
was the main life line of the state.

Because it was wartime, especially beeswax
was highly demanded as one of the most important
munitions, the production of beeswax was urged
by the policy of the army-oriented Japanese gov-
ernment. Whole beekeeping industry in Japan was
driven to contribute it and huge number of colonies
of Apis mellifera was shipped from Japan to Machu-
kuo until the end of the war.

At the end of the war, the number of colonies
was estimated to reach nearly a half million, but
Japanese beekeepers drew back from the state with
nothing but thier own, all bee colonies were aban-
doned in the wilds. The beekeeping project with an
unprecedented scale had disappeared as a bubble.



