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MAKOTO MATSUURA. Biology and control of social
wasps and bees in urban environments. II. Changes
in abundance of Apis mellifera and A. cerana in
urban areas, with a note on temporary occurrence
of the giant honeybee, A. dorsata in Kawasaki City,
Kanagawa Prefecture, Japan. Honeybee Science
(2003) 24(3): 97-109. Faculty of Bioresources, Mie
University, Tsu. Mie, 514-8507 Japan.

During the late 1980s and early 1990s, the
abundance of Apis mellifera declined abruptly but
that of A. cerana did not in urban areas. The popula-
tion dynamics of A. mellifera and A. cerana changes
over a wide geographical area of lowland Japan, and
these changes persisted until early 2000s.

Requests by residents for honeybee colony
destruction occurred mostly in April and May, which
were the peak months for honeybee activity through-
out the country.

A nesting colony of a tropical honeybee, A. dor-
sata was found at urban area of Kawasaki City, Kana-
gawa Prefecture on August 22, 1996, and collected
on September 22 by the authors. This is the first
distribution record of A. dorsata from Japan.



