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In Japan, social wasps and bees have not
been studied as nuisances until recently.Infor-
mation were obtained through questionnaires
on a nationwide scale. Of many thousands cases
in which a colony (sometimes individual wasps
and bees, or a swarm of honeybees) was killed
or removed by local authorities, 42% were
polistines, 39% vespines and 17% honeybees in
the statistics of the 27 years from 1975 to
2001. Polistine and honeybee cases were more
frequent in southwestern Japan, while vespine
cases were especially abundant in Hokkaido.



