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DiaNa E. WHEELER. One hundred years of caste
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The author places our understanding of caste
determination in social insects into its historical
context. Over the last few centuries, castes have
had an interesting relationship with the devel-
opment of biological thought. Charles Darwin
used the existence of sterile castes, and especial-
ly of multiple worker castes, as a test of his
theory of natural selection (Darwin, 1859).Castes
have continued to be seen as an intriguing phe-
nomenon, yet its study tended to take place
outside current trends in biology.Today, the ex-
istence of castes still raises important questions
about development, evolution, levels of selec-
tion, and gene by environment interactions.

The original text is written in English and is
based on a plenary lecture presented at the 14
th International Congress of the International
Union for the Study of Social Insects held in
Sapporo, Japan, August 2002. Translation and
abridgment by M. Ono, Tamagawa University.



