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Okayama,

An intensive beekeeping training was experi-
mentally introduced into the curriculum of
“animal husbandry” and “assignments” of the
agricultural education course. The contents
were 1) survey of distribution and phenology of
melliferous flora(honey plants), 2) keeping bees
(Apis mellifera), 3) selling harvested honey and
related bee products like beeswax, 4) reproduc-
tive managements and multiplication of col-
onies, and 5) propagation of some major honey
plants.

Students were actively involved, concerning
in every step of beekeeping and tried to
manage the project profitable in the end. Keep-
ing bees made the students aware of their sur-
roundings in wider view, and the potential of
utilizing it with bees and their products. The
trial was a success in various points of view, to
get the best award in the Agricultural high
school project competition of Okayama Pref.

As the educational material, honeybee and its
beekeeping can offer range of interests, from
pure biology or applied entomology, to food
processing, marketing and environmental issues.
Annual cycle of the colony would be another
merit as the integrative teaching material at
school.



