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SaLiMm TINGEK" and NikorLAUs KoENIGE?. Explor-
ing the centre of honeybee diversity. Honeybee
Science (2002) 23 (4): 145-152. 1) Agriculture
Research Station, P. O. Box 197, 89908 Tenom,
Department of Agriculture Sabah, Malaysia, 2)
Institut fuer Bienenkunde, Fachbereich Biologie
und Informatik, University Frankfurt, Karl-von-
Frisch-Weg 2, 61440 Oberursel, Germany.

In Borneo, as many as five Apis species occur

naturally, including the newly discovered
mountain bee of Sabah, Apis nuluensis. Consid-
ering that the number of honeybee species gen-
erally recognised is not more man eight or nine,
Borneo can be called the “centre of honeybee
biodiversity”.

Existing modern technique developed for the
well researched Western honeybee, Apis
mellifera, have been tested and failed in several
tropical Asian countries. So, the route towards
the development of new methods of honeybee
management appropriate to the local conditions
and Asian honeybees must be paved by sound
research. Exploring the native honeybees and
their biodiversity, therefore, is not only of great
scientific interest but should prove extremely
beneficial to the rural people.

Major progress in management methods has
doubled the annual yield of Apis cerana col-
onies at the A.R.S., Tenom (Sabah), which
ranged from 10 kg to 29 kg per colony per
year. Further, A.R. S Tenom is the only place
known worldwide where Apis koschevnikovi is
kept and used for honey production in modern
hives. Mating behaviour, queen production, pol-
lination and breeding methods were among the
many research topics.

Step by step, the research begun in Tenom
has proven valid in Sabah and other regions of
Malaysia. But to many of us, the importance of
this work stretches far beyond. It demonstrates
a fine example for an income generating agri-
cultural activity which is beneficial to en-
vironmental conservation. We hope that this
concept will be expanded to further parts of the
continent and other Asian honeybee species.
“Keeping local bees for honey production and
conservation must gain more momentum”!



