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The Iriomote Island is continental island that
located in the northwest East China Sea, and
has some nonsocial native bees. This island
has been recognized on Apis mellifera all the
year through at present. In Ogasawara Islands,
where native bee communities are being im-
poverished through competition for pollen and
nectar with the A. mellifera.
that the exterminate in native bee communities

There is a fear

are likely to alter the pollination mutualism.
Therefore, to detect the naturalize of the honey-
bees, we investigated by hearing from a local
people and transect on this island. The Europe-
an honey- bees A. mellifera, which was intro-
duced on about 60 hives to the islands for
apiculture in the from 1965 to 1968, became
naturalized in this island after introduction.
After three years, all beekeepers were driven
out of apiculture for economic, technical and
climatic factor et cetra, which did not make an
apiculture until now. These results suggested
that Iriomote Island feral honey- bees became
to origin these hives.



