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A project for promotion of adult literacy in
northern mountainous region in Vietnam was
inaugurated in April, 2000 by Japan Interna-
tional Cooperation Agency and National Federa-
tion of UNESCO Association in Japan. This pro-
ject is developed at Tua Chua and Phong Tho
districts in Lai Chau province near the border
of Laos and China. People of Mhong tribe living
at Tua Chua has been traditionally keeping
bees. They have earned some cash by selling
the beekeeping products. The author visited
there in March and September in 2001 and
surveyed feasibility to increase their income by
developing their skills of beekeeping.

In those areas groups of the interested bee-
keeper were organized under the instruction of
Agricultural Extension Station. Those groups
make it easier to solve the various problems
concerning beekeeping skills and knowledge.
Also they have regular meetings and organized
activities according to a number of rules set up.
They keep bees in the movable-frame hives,
which were converted from horizontal tradition-
al log hives. The frames are made with top
and side bars. The bottom bar is not installed.
The width of frame is 3 cm. Beekeepers remove
each comb from a hive and shake the bees from
it, and put it on a banana leaf. Then they cut
off the comb completely from the frame using a
knife, and the upper part of each comb contain-
ing sealed honey is collected. Then they attach
the top bar to the lower part of the comb
containing brood by threading two straw and
insert it into the hive. The average honey har-
vest from one movable-frame hive is about 5
kg, whereas about 2 kg for a traditional log
hive.

The beekeeping development at Lai Chau
province seems successful as one of rural devel-
opments in cooperation with Agricultural Ex-
tension Station and the project for promotion
of adult literacy by National Federation of
UNESCO Association in Japan.



