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Masterpieces by Prof. Okada
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Feral colony of A. c¢. japonica and Buddha
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The colony was living peacefully for years
with Buddha in an old small shrine on the
country hillside near Prof. Okada's hometown.
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A swarm cluster of A. c¢. japonica
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Several colonies were kept in his backyard,
from which swarms would fly out to cluster
under the thick branch of a Japanese flowering
apricot in May. Students were called to observe
them each year.
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A. mellifera visiting Chinese milk vetch, Asitrag-
alus sinics
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Pink blossom of Chinese milk vetch in paddy
field is familiar spring scenery in Japan, which
quality honey Japanese like most of all.
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Bees on Camellia japonica, Ligustrum
japonicum, Orychophragmus wviolaceus, and
Lagerstroemia indica
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Various melliferous flora bloomed in his
garden to welcome bees, camellia in winter,

waxleaf privet and Chinese stock in spring,
and crape myrtle in mid summer.
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A. mellifera on poppy
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Photographs of bees and flowers were pro-

duced from the beautiful collaboration with
Mrs. Yuri Okada, an excellent gardener.
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Workers of A. mellifera visiting a poppy
flower
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Prof. Okada sat down on the ground and
waited for the bees with his camera focused on
a poppy flower, to finally shoot two foragers
come flying in line.
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Royal jelly and queen larva inside the queen
cell
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The royal jelly boom in Japan started in 1959.
Many Japanese saw what royal jelly is for the
first time with this Prof. Okada’s set of photos,
on the special issue of Asahi Graph, which rep-
orted Royal wedding of Crown Prince.
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Ladybeetle, Harmomnia axyridis (top) and bee
brood as the diet (bottom)
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Use of drone larvae and pupae as the protein
souse of diet for the artificial rearing enabled
the mass production of various beneficial in-
sects.
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Feral colony of A. c¢. japonica and Buddha
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A swarm cluster of A. c. japonica
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A. mellifera visiting Chinese miik vetch, Astragalus sinics
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Bees on Camellia japonica, Ligustrum japonicum, Orychophragmus violaceus, and Lagerstroemia indica

(clockwise from left)
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A. mellifera on poppy
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Workers of A. mellifera visiting a poppy flower
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Royal jelly and queen larva inside the queen cell
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Ladybeetle, Harmomnia axyridis (top) and bee brood as the diet (bottom)



