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Queen court of A. ¢ japonica
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Drone A. c. japonica deceived and attracted by Cymbidium floribundum
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Feral colony of A. c¢. japonica nesting underneath the house floor
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Various stages of A. c¢. japonica queen cells
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A. ¢ japonica visiting flowers of Prunus mume (top) and Cayratia japonica (bottom)
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Vespa mandarinia attacking an A. cerana japonica colony (top); Heat-balling of A. c. japonica against
V. mandarinia (bottom)
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Traditional hives for A. ¢ japonica in Miyazaki (top) and Ehime (bottom)
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Harvesting honey from A. c. japonica log hive, Wakayama Pref.
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Apis cerana japonica,

the feral Japanese honeybee
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Queen court of A. c. japonica
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Drone A. ¢ japonica deceived and attra-
cted by Cymbidium floribundum
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Unique relationship evolved between the ori-
ental orchid and A.c. japonica. The whole swa-
rming colony, workers, queen, and even drones
are strongly attracted to the flower without
reward. The orchid on the other hand success-
fully receives pollinia carried on bee's back.
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Feral colony of A. ¢ japonica nesting un-
derneath the house floor
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Traditional Japanese house has semi-closed
dry space between the ground and the wooden
floor, one of the favourite nesting sites.
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Various stages of A. c. japonica queen cells
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Queen cell wall of A. ¢. japonica looks smooth,
which top covering wax workers bite off a few
days after its completion, and its silky cocoon
shows up.
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A. ¢ japonica visiting flowers,of Prunus
mume and Cayratia japonica
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On warm February days A. c. japonica forage
on Japanese apricot, a reliable nectar source in
early spring (top); Cayratia japonica, a vigorous
vine, blooms from June through August, when
summer flowers are scarce (bottom)
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Vespa mandarinia attacking an A. cerana ja-

ponica colony; Heat-balling of A. c¢. japonica aga-
inst V. mandarinia
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As an effective counterattack strategy against
predacious hornets, A. c¢. japonica workers show
a distinctive balling reaction. The heat inside
the ball goes as high as 48°C, which is lethal to
the hornet but not to the bees.
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Traditional hives for A. c. japonica in Miy-
azaki and Ehime Pref.
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Harvesting honey from an A. c¢. japonica
log hive, Wakayama Pref.
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Harvesting honey from a log hive in Susami,
Wakayama. Four combs were left untouched to

avoid absconding. Hobby beekeeping with A. c.
japonica is popular with long tradition there.



