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Damage to A. mellifera by Varroa mites is a
serious problem for beekeepers, but A. cerana,
suffers hardly any damage. Varroa was in-
vestigated on A. cerana japonica workers col-
lected from natural colonies, in pupae from
worker and drone cells, and in nest debris from
the bottom of hives of A. cerana japonica, a
subspecies of A. cerana. Varroa was rarely
found in A. cerana japonica colonies, suggesting
high resistance. Newly-emerged A. mellifera
drones with one parasitic mite each were intro-
duced into an observation hive with two or
three combs of A. cerana japonica. As a result
introduced only eight mother mites were found
from worker cells (3.9% of introduced mites)
and 141 mites from drone cells (26%). Off-
spring were found in 2 worker cells (256%) and
66 drone cells (80.5%). The same procedure
was also used for an observation hive of A.
mellifera. There was no difference between the
number of fallen mites on the bottom board
and of damaged ones in both species.



