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Japanese government has approved a new
agent to control Americal foulbrood in 29 Octo-
ber, 1999. “Apiten”, the formula of an antibiot-
ics, mirosamicin has been developed for Japa-
nese beekeepers to prevent the fatal disease. It
aims to keep products out of the antibiotic res-
idues by means of the special method of admin-
istration. Beekeepers need to prepare a special
paste feed in which the drug is mixed. Workers
consume the medicated paste, and larvae can
receive the significant amount of the active
agent through nurse bees. Limiting the path-
way of drug to larvae the procedure can avoid
the quantitive residues of the drug in honey.
Only one tray of paste (250g) is given to each
colony and the period of medication should be
for a week. The amount of drug consumed will
meet to the batch of larvae the queen can pro-
duce in the period. Even there is remaining
feed beekeepers should stop the feeding at the
7th day. Drug feeding should be terminated at
least 2 weeks before the start of nectar flow.
Clean up of all honey combs are recommended
just before the start of nectar flow.



