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In Japan, Pollination of tomatoes and cherry
tomatoes crops in greenhouse with commercial
packages of non-native European bumblebee
(Bombus terrestris) became more popular since
their import has been permitted about 10 years
ago. Use of the effective pollination saves labor
more and produces higher quality fruits when
those are compared with treatment of plant
growth regulator. The number of the European
bumblebee colony used for pollination purpose
has increased and it reached ca. 40,000 (ca. 6%
of global production of commercial packages).
Recently eggplant is recognized as new poten-
tial crop to expand the use of bumblebee pack-
ages in Japan. From ecological viewpoint, how-
ever, negative impacts to native biota have
been considered because of lack of the informa-
tion on the taxonomy and pathology of Japa-
nese Bombus. The author strongly recom-
mended that commercialization of Japanese
native bumblebees should be realized as soon as
possible.



