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Japanese honeybees, Apis cerana japonica
have extended their habitat into urban area.
The author observed over 100 feral colonies on
their nest sites, combs and the fate of them in
Osaka suburb area where the nest density is
nearly 1 colony /km? Ten of those feral col-
onies built their nests exposed to open air and
4 of them could survive from winter without
any insulation covering the nests.

This report also describes swarming behavior
of feral colonies. The swarming season in the
area lasted 5 months from April to August, and
some colonies cast swarms twice in a year. All
these facts indicate that Japanese honeybees are
strongly prolific so that they are enlarging their
habitat and growing their population in urban
area where natural enemies are limited.





