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During the fall/winter of 1998-99 a new pro-
gram was formed to educate and develop
“Beekeeping Ambassadors” in Boulder County,
with attendees also from other counties, coming
from as far away as 280 km.

“Master Beekeeping”, was
formed through the collaborative efforts of four
people: Paul Aravis, Extension Agronomist (Col-
orado State University, Cooperative Extension);
John Pohly, retired Horticultural Agent/hobby
beekeeper; Allen Summers, former academic /
commercial, now hobby beekeeper and; Tom
Theobald, civically active sideline beekeeper.
The interest/need in forming this program

The program,

had been known for many years prior to this.
However, in the past few years, there has been
increased interest in beekeeping within the gen-
eral public due to decreasing numbers of col-
onies/pollinators within the county, largely due
to disease, especially Varroa mites.

The interest in the program was high with
more than the 35 spaces for students filled. As
we enter our second year of the program, inter-
est remains high with a “waiting list”. Enthusi-
asm from graduates is high with the main em-
phasis on educating and informing the general
public about issues relating to honey bees such
as pollination, diseases, insecticides, and colony
management.

Funded by a grant, the first course of its
kind offered in this county consisted of six
two-hour long lectures, using the “Beekeeper’s
Handbook” by Sammataro et al. as a textbook
and two hands-on sessions to assemble hive
equipment / woodenware and to establish two
package colonies as teaching hives. A nominal
fee is charge for the course and 20 hours of
community service is fulfilled through various
formats, such as County/State Fairs, school pre-
sentations, etc.

For more information, visit the CSU web site
for the updated information on this class (after
late August) at: http://bcn.boulder.co.us/univ-
school/ext/index.html.



