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A possible connection between Helicobacter
pylori (HP) and stomach cancer has recently
attracted considerable attention. While specula-
tion has so far been made widely that HP may
be a cause of gastric ulcers, its carcinogenic
action has been experimentally verified. These
circumstances have prompted us to study the
preventive action of propolis on gastric ulcers
with special attention to HP and inhibitory
action on its urease.

HP are bacteria inhabitable in strongly acidic
media like gastric juice because their surface is
covered with a lorica consisting mainly of
urease molecules that can indirectly neutralize
the gastric acid. Also, ammonia generated thr-
ough the action of urease in gastric mucosa on
urea forms strongly toxic substances which
harm the stomach. Most people are now known
to be infected by HP and hence they may get
stomach diseases.

In this work, an examination of the preven-
tive effect of propolis on experimentally devel-
oped ulcers caused by stress has revealed its
remarkable effect, superior to that exhibited by
H2 blockers. There found very effective pro-
polis which having much more potent in-
hibitory action than usual gastric acid secretion
SUppPressor.

In conclusion, propolis has been suggested to
be promising in preventing stomach diseases
from developing since it has been shown not
only to suppress stomach ulcers but to inhibit
the enzymatic activity of urease.



