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Modified review was composed from a gradu-
ation thesis by the authors for School of Acu-
puncture, Moxibustion, and Siatu, Goto College
of Medical Arts and Sciences (Tokyo Eisei
Gakuin).

It describes history of application of bee
venom, present status in Japan and in the
world, chemistry of bee venom, and physiologi-
cal action to human. From the view of bee
acupuncture (bee venom therapy or apitherapy),
how to use bee sting, points to be treated, pos-
sible allergic reactions, and effectively treated
symptoms are cited. Special reference to rheu-
matoid arthritis was given. It explained RA
generally and therapeutic results from the bee
venom therapy were compared with a tradition-
al acupuncture. The authors suggested favora-
ble effect comes from the apitherapy.
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