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Two serious limitations to colony buildup
for honey production and pollination are bee
diseases and pests. Early detection and treat-
ment of bee diseases and pests are imperative
to reduce their impact. Key field symptoms to
differentiate American foulbrood and chalkbr-
ood disease from other diseases are described as
well as treatment options. Although adult dis-
eases such as Nosema have no distinctive field
symptoms and its effects are subtle, this disease
contributes to queen supersedure and can cause
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serious reduction in honey production.

The parasitic mites, Varroa jacobsoni and the
tracheal mite, Acarapis woodi are two pests that
have caused devastating losses. Varroa jacobsoni
has been especially serious because it is parasit-
ic to both brood and adult bees. Field detection
and treatment options are given for V. jacob-
soni. In the case of A. woodi, a parasite of adult
bees, field diagnosis is difficult; however, com-
bined with harsh winters and heavy infesta-
tions, this mite does cause serious colony losses
and must not be ignored. The impact of bee
diseases and pests can be seen in the loss of the
feral populations that home gardeners rely on
for pollination. Beekeepers should also read bee
journals to keep up with the latest control tech-
nology.
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