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In this paper, basic principles of beekeeping
extension are described as: i) working with
the local bees, technologies, materials and
people; ii) participation of beneficiaries in the
development process; iii) cultural sensitivity;
iv) sustainability. Examples of the application
of PRA tools in beekeeping extension are listed,
and the story of a farmer-participatory pro-
gramme in beekeeping development in the
remote district of Jumla in West Nepal is told.
Jumla, a high hill district of the Himalaya
(2500 - 3700 m), is isolated from motor roads
by 5 days walk. Materials brought in from the
plains are not affordable for the local people.

There is a strong tradition of beekeeping in
Jumla and hence extension is focussed on the
adaptation and improvement of indigenous log
hive beekeeping. Farmers, who have been tra-
ined in movable comb beekeeping with the
newly developed Jumla top-bar hive, and also
in brood disease identification and treatment,
are now trainers at a village level for the Hima-
layan Beekeepers' Association.



