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Designing the “Special Studies on Humanities”
Class with Fieldwork, 2018

Shinichi KOTABE, Miyoko Ul, Michiko KAYASHIMA

Abstract

This research examined the design of the “Special Studies in the Humanities” class with field-
work in the College of Humanities at Tamagawa University, 2018, which was based on the result
of the students’ class-evaluation in 2012 and 2013. We made some improvements in the design of
the class. In particular, we changed the structure of the syllabus, so that students received the
opportunities to reflect upon what they had learned in their fieldwork. This improvements led to
mostly positive experiences for the students in this class. On the other hand, the analysis of their
evaluation indicated that it was necessary to continue to develop a more effective combination of
fieldwork and lectures in the design of this class, espescially to improve the problem solving abili-
ty of students.

Keywords: class design, fieldwork, motivation, problem solving ability





