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This paper summarizes all the beekeeping ac-
tivities in the country since the introduction of
A. mellifera in the Philippines in 1913. The
failure of the establishment of the introduced
colonies was attributed to DDT poisoning and
mite infestation. The identification of the bee
mite Varroa jacobsoni by Delfinado-Baker is a
breakthrough in Philippine beekeeping. The
contributions of Morse and Laigo are
significant enough and served as starting point
for the succeeding researchers. The focus on
the improvement of the native species, A.
cerana is relevant. As a native species to Asia,
A. cerana has several advantages well suited to
its survival and success, including high levels
of resistance to diseases and parasites and ex-
ploiting native nectar source. Researchers in
pollination biology require the integration of
floral biology and foraging behavior of the
insect visitors. The effect of the environment
on both plant and their visitors should be con-
sidered well as they significantly affect pollina-
tion mechanisms. The integration of all
beekeeping endeavors as envisioned by the
UPLB Bee
researchers in the country. The involvement of
botanists, plant
breeders and economists from the private sector
in the program enhances the development of

apiculture and pollination biology in the coun-

Program strengthens the bee

geneticists, entomologists,

try.



