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To have an answer why people are keen to
keep native honeybees, Apis cerana japonica, the
research has been done consistently in style to
trace life and technique of a traditional bee-
keeper in the specific region.

Eleven beekeepers are in Mikawa village in
Ishizuchi rim region and more are “potential”
beekeepers who have empty hives to wait for
bees to keep the tradition. Number of beekeep-
ers might reach at least 1 for each community
consisting of 100 to 200 households.

Traditional hives are originally logs but re-

cently beekeepers use box hives because of less
availability of natural log. To trap bee col-
onies, old logs which bees occupied formerly

are better than new hives and people dis-
tinguishably call new and old hives with differ-
ent names.

Swarming season in this area is from mid-
April to late-May, people set their hives on cliff
inside forest to trap feral colonies. The en-
trance of the swarm trap is recommended to
face to morning sun.

Beekeeping in Mikawa is characteristically
unique because beekeepers manage their col-
onies whole year instead of killing them in
autumn for honey collection (cf. the first arti-
cle), furthermore, they can multiply colonies
during swarming season by means of capturing
swarm issued from their hives. For estimating
the date of swarming, beekeepers observe devel-
opment of queen cells even inside a log hive.

Honey harvest season is for a month in
summer season from mid—July to mid-August,
because there are some advantages to collect
honey in this season. First, bees collect enough
honey for themselves to winter after the har-
vest. Second, high temperature make honey
filtering easy. And bees are gentle under hot
weather.

When people collect honey from a hive, them
uncover it and put a big straw cone, then, tap
the hive to force bees to move into the cone.
After almost of bees moved they put hive down
to cut combs. Honey combs are selected from
brood area, and filtered with gauze under sun-
light.

The target beekeeper, Mr. Takahashi use
movable frame hives to keep the native bees
with logs. Usages of traditional and modern
hives are different. Logs and other traditional
hives are used to trap bee colonies and main-
tain them until honey harvest, while modern
hives for heal weak colonies or for obtain ar-
tificial swarms. Combination use of modern
hives is very rare where people do beekeeping
in traditional style, and it might a process of
development of beekeeping technique, or in
other word, a initiation of semi-domestication
of wild bees.



