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Masaru HaruL

While the professional beekeeping is declining
gradually because of decrease in honey sources
and successors, the potential of hobby beekeep-
ing among urbanites is rising with the rise of
naturalism as the background, in which they
are keen to get close to the nature.

For years, the author has located colonies in
his garden, only 15 km from the heart of
Osaka, the second largest city of Japan, and
recorded the colonies’ activity. Honey was
harvested for several times between April and
July every year and the total yield reached 31
to 68 [ per year. The figure is much better
than the recent general standard per colony (18
l). Such a good harvest was brought about
from some orchards and roadside trees such as
Further,
attacking by giant hornet, which is usually seri-

Citrus spp. and Robinia pseudoacacia.

ous problem for Apis mellifera beekeeping in
Japan, is very few because the land develop-
ment reduced their habitats, while the urbaniza-
tion itself has brought various honey plants to
keep residential environment. All these circum-
stances favor to keep bee colonies all year
round even inside a city.

New business potential for professional bee-
keepers that is to manage the bees for such
hobbyists like gardeners who trim hedges for
them is proposed.



