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Ethnoecology of bee and man.
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In Japan, most traditional beekeeping of Japa-
nese honeybee, Apis cerana japonica has been
developed in the west part of the country. Far
from there, and near the north limit of the
habitat of the species, the people maintain their
traditions to keep the bees in the hilly region of
Aizu Basin rim.

Probably because of long cold winter, the
people prefer the method to keep bee colonies
only from swarming to honey harvest. In
autumn beekeepers kill the whole colony or
drive out it from hive to collect honey, then
they trap swarms using empty log hives again
in the next spring.

To continue the beekeeping, therefore, the
beekeepers are demanded to have keen insight
to obtain bee colonies every year and compelled
to understand and maintain their surrounding
resource-rich nature where the bee colonies sur-
vive.

Even though the beekeeping is performed
just as minor subsistence, it could be worth
from the ethnoecological view points. The rela-
tionship between bees and the people may re-
flect  beekeepers’ lives through  similar
ethnoecological way where the habits of wild
animals and their interspecific relations effect
on the conventions and community life of vil-
lagers.





