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In 1991, 16 colonies of commercial bumblebee
(Bombus terrestris) were imported for the first
This laboratory-
cultured bumblebees spread rapidly in Japanese

time from Belgium to Japan.

greenhouse system for pollination of tomato
flowers because the use of this pollinator saves
labor and produces higher-quality fruits. The
author described the circumstances how the
bumblebee inportation was realized.



