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Anatto, Bixa orellana, is a plant native to
Neotropics and its seed is an economically im-
portant crop in Brazil as a source of natural
dyes, norbixine and bixine, for foods and medi-
cines.

Generally, the flower of anatto is known as
allogamous and it has been thought to need
cross pollination. However, when a flower was
vibrated manually instead of by pollinators, the
ratios of fruit setting and seed production
reached at the level of those with hand and
insect pollinations. Further, flowers without
emasculation in  both
geitonogamous conditions were resulted in
higher fruit setting than those with emascula-
tion. It showed that the flower of anatto, at
least of this variety, is principally allogamous
and can accept self-pollens.

This flower needs paticular pollinators which
can vibrate the poricidal anthers to eject

allogamous  and

pollens. As the efficient buzz-pollinators,
Xylocopa  frontalis, Epicharis rustica, and
Melipona melanoventer were observed frequently
on the flowers. While honeybees, Apis

mellifera, and some Trigonini stinglessbees were
observed collecting pollens in the manner as
known as milking or gleaning which is ineffi-
cient on pollination.





