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Center renamed.

After 15 years’ activity, the Institute of Hon-
eybee Science was renamed as Honeybee Sci-
ence Research Center, Tamagawa University
Research Institute in April, 1994. Bee research
in the university started in 1950, being directed
by Prof. Okada, and the institute was estab-
lished in 1979. Prof. Sakai was the second
director and I am the third from 1993.

Main research topics are on comparative
studies of honeybees with special reference to
the Japanese honeybee, Apis cerana japonica;
physiological ecology of social insects such as
wasps and bumble bees as well as honeybees;
honeybee products including honey, royal jelly,
and propolis; rearing natural enemy insects
with honeybee brood; and so on.

It publishes a quarterly journal “Honeybee
Science” since 1980 in Japanese with English
summaries for scientific articles. Post cards
and other educational materials are also pro-
duced for public relations.

It plays roles as an East Asian branch library
of International Bee Research Association
(IBRA), and as a secretorial office for Asian
Apicultural Association.



