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Over a century ago, in Meiji Era, honey was
used to increase polination efficiency of rice
plants in a unique method.

Mr. Sen Tsuda, a researcher working in a
national agricultural experimental station, in-
vented the method using a rope with 15 cm
wool tufts called Tsuda-nawa (“nawa” means a
rope). Honey syrup was smeared the tufts and
3 farmers held the 18 m long rope and dragged
it at the level of rice flowers in a paddy.

When the efficiency was known the method
had became a boom. Many people rushed to
buy it, despite its abnormally expensive price.

Mr. Tsuda was afraid of such circumstance
and enforced the government to conduct more
scientific research to confirm the efficiency of
the honey rope. The 10 years research project
had been ceased at the 3rd year by reorganiza-
tion of the stations without remarkable results,
while the boom of the rope subsided.

From the view peoint of modern pollination
biology of rice, the efficiency of the rope is
almost doubtful. Even though, the idea itself
was original for honey usage other than materi-
als foods or medicines.



