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Traditional beekeeping with Japanese honey-
bee Apis cerana japonica is found in several
Of those, Tsushima
Island is the very typical place where nearly
2000 beekeepers keep 2700 to 400 bee colonies
all over the island with 82 km long and 18 km

localities in West Japan.
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wide. To study the tradition of beekeeping
from the ethnoecolgical view point, a close re-
search on the managing method, equipment and
the bee-records of an experienced beekeeper has
been carried out in 1991.

Mr. Komota, aged 75 years old, set 22 hives
around his house and 16 of them were occupied
by honeybees in 1991. As the hives hollow logs
of red ceder have been used since old time, and
recently tall boxes also have been in use. Some
hives without honeybees were set to trap
swarms. The beekeeper use the only 1st and 2
nd swarms from a hive. There is a predictable
sign of swarming that cell caps are found in
front of entrance of the hive. Once a swarm
flies out he sprinkles water on the flying bees
to settle them into a cluster at a lower location.
The beekeeper collects the cluster with a spe-
cial shaped bamboo basket and hangs it in a
cool place, then at evening he makes them
enter an empty hive. According to his record
on swarms, lst swarm contained 1 kg bees and
2nd and 3rd swarms contained 500 g and 250
to 300 g in average, respectively.

Honey harvest is done in mid-October. Usual-
ly, in the morning or evning, the beekeeper
cuts one third of combs from 3 to 4 hives.
Remaining honey combs are for bees to winter.
He recently uses airblow with a bamboo pipe
instead of smoke to remove bees from the
combs. The amount of honey was about 361
from 20 hives in 1989 and 35.31 from 13 hives
in 1990. From hives located around his house,
he collected 8.3 1 from 4, and 9.01 from 4 hives
but 14.41 from 4 hives located on mountain.

The style of hives is similar to those in
Korea. Because the distance between Korea
and Tsushima is not so far, the traditional
beekeeping on Tsushima Island may be
originated
beekeeping was well adapted in Tsushima
during long years.

In contrast, on Iki Island near Tsushima,
there are no beekeepers keeping Japanese hon-
eybees and no honeybees were observed visit-

from Korea. The introduced

ing on flowers except European honeybees.
The exotic honeybee has been kept for pollina-
tion inside greenhouses in recent years.






