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Beekeeping with Japanese honeybees, Apis
cerana japonica in Ina vallay, Nagano Prefecture
has centuries’ in order long tradition but is now
To preserve the tradition
and pass it to future generations, we carried
out an integrated research on the traditional
beekeeping from following view points; present
situation, folkloristic origin, managing methods,
and behavior of the bees.

In 1992, 117 beekeepers kept 446 colonies, 3.8
colonies per beekeeper. We confirmed of 318
beekeepers in the Ina vallay and estimated that
1500 active hives were being operated.

Many types of hive were used in the area,
but 3 distinct types were identified; hang-on
type, vertical-log or box, and horizontal-log or
box. On the border of the distribution, bee-
keepers use several hive types in combination,

becoming extinct.

such as some vertical hives for collecting
swarms and some horizontal-ones for honey
harvesting. The use of “honeybee pail” is a
main feature of Ina beekeeping, and the pail
was supposed to have been brought from
Kumano district (Mie Prefecture) in Edo era.
The greatest member of “honeybee pail” in use
today are concentrated along the Akiba road
which was historically important because it led
to the Akiba shrine in Shizuoka Prefecture.
The method of beekeeping is different accord-
At lower
altitude (300 m), honeybees can forage for 9
and half months, while they can do this only 7
months in high altitudes (around 1000 m). The
difference in altitude determines the length of
swarming period and season and method of

ing to the altitude of the apiaries.

honey harvesting. In the lower area, beekeep-
ers use vertical hives and harvest honey in
summer, whereas they collect honey in autumn
in the mountainous area. At one time
deforestation reduced the amount of honey har-
vest, but in recent years the amount of honey

gathered has ranged from 12 to 24 kg per hive.



